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**Prayer to St. Daniel Comboni** 

God of goodness, who called Daniel 

Comboni to bring your message of 

love to the suffering peoples of the 

African continent, grant that we may 

find in the suffering around us the 

face of your son Jesus Christ. Who 

lives and reigns forever. Amen.  
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When St. Luke tells us of the birth of Jesus, he does not speak of a 

legend or myth. He records a real event that happened in a specific 

time and place, in Bethlehem, under the rule of earthly kings. The 

birth of Jesus is history, not fantasy; it is the fulfilment of Godôs 

promises to His people. But we might ask ourselves: Why do we 

still celebrate Christmas after more than two thousand years?  The 

answer lies deep within our hearts. If we listen closely, we will 

discover that Christmas is not simply a feast of the past, but a liv-

ing mystery that continues today. 

The Light Has Dawned 

At the time Jesus was born, the Roman Empire celebrated the feast 

of the ñUnconquered Sun.ò They believed the sun was divine, the 

source of life and power. Yet the early Christians courageously 

proclaimed: ñNo, the true Sun has risen, not a created light, but 

the Light of the World, Christ the Lord.ò As the prophet Isaiah 

foretold: ñThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; upon those who lived in the land of deep darkness, light has 

dawned.ò (Isaiah 9:2). And again, Balaam prophesied:  ñA star 

shall come out of Jacob, a ruler shall rise out of Isra-

el.ò (Numbers 24:17). This Light is Jesus Christ - "the Wonder-

ful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). In Him, all fear is scattered, all shadows flee, 

and the night of sin gives way to the dawn of salvation. No wonder 

the angel said to the shepherds: ñDo not be afraid." I bring you 

good news of great joy for all the people.ò (Luke 2:10) 

Why Do We Celebrate Christmas Today? 

The Romans celebrated the return of the physical sun during the 

shortest days of winter. We, however, celebrate the coming of the 

Eternal Light - the light that never fades, the Source of joy, the 

Prince of Peace. Christmas, then, is not merely a day of outward 

festivity, lights, decorations, or gifts - but a call to an inner trans-

formation. The true question is not, ñDo we celebrate Christmas?ò 

but rather, ñIs Christ truly born in us?ò 

1. The Darkness Around us 

Look around and within: why is there so much 

unrest, pain, and division in our homes, commu-

nities, and world? Why do greed, hatred, and 

selfishness seem to rule? It is because Christ has 

not yet been born in many hearts. When our 

hearts are closed to love, peace vanishes. When 

pride replaces humility, joy fades. When God is 

forgotten, humanity becomes restless and lost. 

The true celebration of Christmas begins when 

Christ is born again within us - when peace, 

mercy, and love dwell in our homes and hearts. 

2. The Mystery of the Nativity 

The birth of Christ is a mystery of great joy and 

peace. He was born once in Bethlehem, but He 

desires to be born again every day - in the heart 

of each believer. If we make room for Him, if 

we open our hearts as Mary did, Christmas will 

not be just one day of the year, but a way of life 

- a continual renewal of hope and faith. Thus, 

Christmas invites us to fill our lives with faith, 

hope, joy, and love. It calls us to receive Christ 

not only in words, but in our actions - in our care 

for the poor, the lonely, and the forgotten. Our 

hearts become His manger when we welcome 

Him through compassion and prayer. 

The Meaning of Christmas for us today 

Even though we are weak and poor, the Child of 

Bethlehem strengthens us with His grace. He 

who was born in simplicity desires to be born in 

the humble and the open-hearted. Let us, then, 

make room for Him - to allow His light to dis-

pel our darkness, His peace to overcome our 

fears, and His love to fill our lives. When Christ 

is born in us, Christmas becomes alive - not only 

a memory, but a living encounter with the God 

who still comes to dwell among us. 

Prayer  

Lord Jesus, You are the Light that never fades, 

the Joy that fills every heart, and the Peace the 

world cannot give. Be born anew in us this day. 

Shine in our homes, in our families, in our com-

munities and in our world. May Your humble 

birth renew our hearts, so that we too may be-

come bearers of Your light and witnesses of 

Your love to all people. Amen.  

 

Christmas Message 2025 

Fr. Tesfaab Bekit Mccj  

In the Gospel of 

Luke, we hear the 

tender words of 

Godôs mercy: ñBy the 

tender mercy of our 
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I am Morris Boboya, a postu-
lant of the Comboni Missionar-
iesô Province of South Sudan, 
studying philosophy at Tan-
gaza University, Nairobi. My 
story is a journey of faith, in-
spiration, and persistence, 
which from childhood to the 
refugee camp, matured a deep 
desire to serve God. 

The journey began when I was in Yei, as a child. One day, 
we visited my maternal aunt. While in the sitting room, my 
eyes were attracted by a picture hanging on the wall. It was 
one which showed ñthe way to heaven.ò Before reaching 
the road going to heaven, was a route through hell. I saw a 
priest walking through the fire, yet he was not burnt. I saw 
that to reach heaven, one must pass through judgements 
and suffering; only the pure and worthy can resist the fire 
and reach the heaven. I was deeply touched by this. I asked 
myself, ñwhy is the fire not burning the priest?ò The priest 
was protected because of his clean heart and consecration 
to God. That image remained in my mind for years and be-
came my first motivation toward the priestly vocation. I 
started to think that the unquestionable way to heaven was 
the priesthood; to live a life devoted to God and service to 
others. 
Being a member of the Holy Childhood at Christ the King 
Parish, helped me to learn more about missionary life, 
prayer, and service. On one Sunday, I saw an altar server 
walking reverently from the sacristy to the altar. Approach-
ing the tabernacle, he genuflected respectfully with a medal 
around his neck. I was moved, overjoyed and wondered 
how he served God with love and respect. I shared with my 
mother the desire to serve at the altar and she agreed. 
After my First Holy Communion, I joined the Altar Servers 
and started serving at Mass. This brought me closer to God. 
I loved the veneration, discipline, and the peace I experi-
enced during service. I was chosen to be a trainer and 
teacher of new servers. Many people in the parish started 
calling me ñAbuna.ò At first, I laughed at the nickname, but 
deep inside touched me. I felt as though people saw some-
thing in me that I had not yet fully accepted. I began to re-
alize that God might be calling me to priesthood. 
 
The conflict of 2016 forced us to seek refuge in Uganda. 
Life in the refugee settlement was not easy. There were 
days when food was limited, and hope seemed far. But 
even in those moments, God was present. However, I was 
hurt by the absence of priests in the camp. For many 
months, we could not receive the sacraments. I began to 
reflect deeply on the situation of our community.  

I saw how people desired the Eucharist, confes-
sion, and for priests who could guide and com-
fort them. I realized that God might be calling 
me not just for my own salvation, but to serve 
His spiritually hungry and abandoned people. I 
thought, ñIf I were a priest, I could bring Christ 
to these people who are in anguish and wait-
ing.ò Those years in the refugee camp became a 
time of silent preparation. They trained me en-
durance, compassion, and trust in Godôs provi-
dence. Even in the face of hardship, I identified 
an inner peace that confirmed my calling. 
After returning to South Sudan, I was deeply 
inspired by the charism of the Comboni Mis-
sionaries, ñserving the poor and most abandoned 
people.ò Their founder, Daniel Comboni, once 
said, ñSave Africa with Africans.ò His life of 
sacrifice, missionary zeal, and vision of evange-
lizing the marginalized with love and service 
matched what God had placed in my heart. Af-
ter high school, I contacted Fr. Paul Idra, the 
Vocation Promoter who guided me through the 
discernment process, encouraging me to contin-
ue with prayer and commitment to the Church. 
In June 20th, 2022, I was officially admitted to 
the Pre-postulancy, in Moroyok. That marked 
an important stage in my journey. The for-
mation assisted me to grow spiritually, intellec-
tually, and human dimension. I learned about 
community life, missionary spirit, the im-
portance of prayer and service. After the pre-
postulancy in 2023, I was admitted to the Postu-
lancy, in Ongata Rongai, Kenya. I engage in 
pastoral activities that help me integrate philos-
ophy with the journey. Living in a multi-cultural 
is community imparting in me humility, cooper-
ation, and cultural openness. I have learned that 
vocation is not a decision made once, but a non-
stop ñYesò to God every day. 
Therefore, when I look back, recalling that mo-
ment at my auntôs house, altar service, refugee 
crisis, to my formation today; I see how Godôs 
hand has been leading me step by step. I believe 
that the one who started this good work in me 
will carry it to the end. I am encouraged by St 
Daniel Comboni who said, ñThe missionary 
must be ready to die for the salvation of souls.ò 
I pray that God may give me the grace to con-
tinue with my vocation, to serve the poor and 
the abandoned with compassion. 

Vocation: From Childhood to the Refugee Camp, Matured A Deep Desire to Serve God 
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 As a Comboni postulant, I was privileged to undertake 

a mission experience at our parish, Mother of Peace 

(Yoto Kalia), Amakuriat in West Pokot. It was a form-

ative experience that gave me a glimpse of Comboni 

Missionary life; being close to the people, serving 

them, and growing together in faith. Living with Pos-

tulant Wilberforce Ochieng, four priests who were Fr. 

Philip Andruga, Fr. Kelly, Fr. John, and Fr. Jesus and 

Postulant Cornelius from the Consolata Missionaries, I 

experienced true fraternity marked by humility, love, 

and unity. These encounters greatly inspired me and 

deepened my admiration for Comboniôs charism. 

I trained altar servers, taught catechism, and led Sun-

day services at the parish and in the surrounding 

schools as part of my apostolate. By supporting organ-

izations like Young Christian Students (YCS), I fos-

tered studentsô Christian identity and leadership and 

promoted spiritual growth. I participated in catechism 

lessons at elementary schools like Alale and Orok. In 

addition, we helped with everyday tasks like fixing 

desks and water pipes. These initiatives frequently re-

sulted in fruitful discussions with the faculty, strength-

ening understanding and cooperation among them. 

The mission journey was not without its difficulties: 

low literacy levels forced me to be creative in my cat-

echesis; limited manpower confirmed Christôs quote 

that ñthe harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.ò 

Rugged terrain tested my endurance as well as com-

mitment; language and cultural barriers humbled me to 

listen and adapt. These hardships strengthened my 

passion for the Comboni Missionary life and signifi-

cantly influenced my discernment. 

My mission experience at Amakuriat has been a 

powerful confirmation of my vocation, deepening 

my appreciation of the Comboni spirit of simplici-

ty, closeness to the people, and journeying with 

communities in faith. It taught me that being a 

missionary is not only about giving, but about be-

ing present that is, walking alongside others in 

their joys and struggles, allowing their faith, resili-

ence, and simplicity to evangelize me in return. 

Though challenging, these moments have left a 

lasting mark on my vocation, strengthening my 

desire to serve with the heart of Christ in the spirit 

of St. Daniel Comboni. I am confident that this 

experience will guide me toward a mature decision 

in my discernment journey. 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ !ƳŀƪǳǊƛŀǘ tŀǊƛǎƘΣ ²Ŝǎǘ tƻƪƻǘ 

SAMSON OWINO  

.ȅΥ .ƻƴŀǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ aŀǘƻƪŜ 
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Lƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ L 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƭπ

ƭŜƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴŘƛπ

ǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜπ

ƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭπ

ƛǘȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ 

ƻƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇƭŜŀǎπ

ǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŦǳƭŬƭƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 

ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǎŀǝǎŦŀŎǝƻƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǇǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǊΦ wƻǎŜΣ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǳǊ 

ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΥ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭΣ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛƻ-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƻǇŜ WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ LLΩǎ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅΣ ǿŜ 

ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎΦ hǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ Iƛǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ŀ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ 

ōŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜΦ aȅ 

ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŦŜŜƭ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΦ 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎŜƭƛōŀŎȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǊŜƧŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻŘȅ ƻǊ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƴƎ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǎŜƭƅŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊŜƭŀπ

ǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 

{ŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

ŀƭƭ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ōǊŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴƛπ

ǘŀƭƛŀ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜƴǎƛǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǘǎΦ {ŜȄǳŀƭ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ Ŧŀƴπ

ǘŀǎȅΣ ƻǊ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ 

ƛƴǘǳƛǝǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ 

ǘǊǳƭȅ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛπ

ǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ όǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƛπ

ōŀǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜύ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǎǝǘȅΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǿƻƳŜƴΦ  

tƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΤ ƛǘ 

ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ŜȄŎƛǘŜǎ ŦŀƭǎŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŀǝǎŦŀŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǊŜŎȅΣ ƛǎƻπ

ƭŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¦ƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǳǎ 

ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻǊ 

ǊŜƳƻǊǎŜΦ 

/ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊπ

ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜƭȅ ƻǊ ƴŜƎŀπ

ǝǾŜƭȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻƊŜƴ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŦǳƭŬƭƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀōƴƻǊƳŀƭ 

ƻǊ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎǘŀǘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΦ .ǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŀǊπ

ǊƛŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǎǳũŜǊŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎΚ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǳƴŦŀƛǘƘπ

ŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘǳǊōŀǝƻƴΦ 

aŀǎǘǳǊōŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǊƳƭŜǎǎΣ ŀǊŜ 

ƴƻǘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΤ 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΦ {ŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƛŦŜ 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǎŜƭŦ-ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŘŜπ

ŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƴŦǳƭΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ 

ƛƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƛƴŘΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ 

Recollection: ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΥ ! tŀǘƘ ǘƻ ²ƘƻƭŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ IƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ 

By:!ōǊŀƘŀƳ ²ŜƪŜǎŀ  
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There are moments 

in our walk of faith 

when the flame 

within us flickers; 

when lifeôs chal-

lenges, disappoint-

ments, or simply 

the weight of rou-

tine begin to dim 

our spiritual glow. 

Yet, God gently 

reminds us that the 

fire of faith is never 

meant to die out: ñFor 

this reason I remind 

you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in youò (2 

Timothy 1:6). 

The Comboni Family gathered with deep joy on October 

10, 2025, to celebrate Comboni Day which is a cherished 

occasion to commemorate St. Daniel Comboni, the great 

missionary who gave his life for the people of Africa. The 

celebration, held at the Comboni Postulancy, was a time of 

reflection, thanksgiving, and renewed commitment to live 

as true missionaries of hope. 

The air was filled with warmth and excitement as the Pre-

postulants, Postulants, Scholastics, Priests, Lay Missionar-

ies, Sisters, Seculars, and friends of the Comboni Family 

graced the celebration. The turnout of invited guests was 

wonderful which is a true sign of unity and shared love for 

the Comboni spirit. 

The event began with a welcoming talk from Fr. Tesfaab, 

who spoke about the life of St. Daniel Comboni and the 

deep motivation behind his missionary journey. He remind-

ed everyone that Comboniôs dream was born from a heart 

full of faith, courage, and love for Africa. His words were 

touching and inspiring, calling all present to draw strength 

from Comboniôs example and to keep their own faith alive, 

even in moments of doubt or struggle.  

St. Daniel Comboni Day 2025: Rekindling the Fire of Faith as Missionaries of Hope  

It was a beautiful reflection that set the tone for 

the rest of the day. 

Following the talk, the Thanksgiving Mass was 

celebrated by the Provincial Bursar, Fr. Me-

shack, with the Provincial Superior, Fr. An-

drew Wanjohi, as co-celebrant. Fr. Andrew, 

who delivered the homily centred it on the 

theme ñRekindling the Fire of Our Faith as 

Missionaries of Hope.ò His message invited 

everyone to look within and renew their rela-

tionship with God; to let His love reignite the 

flame of hope and service in our lives. Through 

prayer, songs, and reflection, the community 

entered into a deep moment of renewal. 

After the Holy Mass, all gathered for a shared 

meal filled with laughter, fellowship, and joy. 

As the celebration drew to a close, hearts were 

renewed and spirits uplifted. Comboni Day 

2025 reminded us that the fire kindled by St. 

Daniel still burns brightly within us, guiding us 

to be missionaries of hope in todayôs world. 

May our hearts never cease to burn with faith. 

By:Ambrose Muendo  
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On the 12th of 

September 2025 

(Solemnity of the 

Exaltation of the 

Cross), the first 

years were official-

ly welcomed into 

the community of 

the postulancy. As a tradition in the house, this was done 

through the celebration of the Mass and a refreshing moment 

of entertainment. Outstandingly, the newly recruited postu-

lants are 15 in number: 10 from the Kenyan province and 5 

from the province of South Sudan. These raised the number 

of the entire postulants to 39. Thus, serves as a blessing not 

only for the congregation but also for the church. 

Moreover, ñthe way to genuine formation requires genuine 

opennessò, Fr. Pedro Percy who presided over the Eucharist 

stated. This will enable the candidates to get help in their 

discernment. He also emphasized that the primary purpose of 

postulancy is to prepare the postulants for the mission. Echo-

ing the past he said, ñmy generation is different from your 

generation. As for me, I have preached to mine; who will 

preach to yours?ò challenging the postulants to confront 

evangelization in this modern era. He invited them to take 

their formation seriously and not for granted, since both the 

congregation and the church need them to further the cost of 

evangelization and human dignity. 

Additionally, the newly welcomed postulants expressed their 

joy as they officially joined the broader family of postulan-

cy. All of them shared their happiness and vowed to commit 

themselves to proper discernment through openness and 

transparency. In his view John Orry said, ñI felt greatly ex-

cited to be part of this family, and I entrust this new journey 

into the hands of God.ò  

Similarly, I experienced immense joy, feeling 

called to set aside my personal desires and get 

committed to this special journey of faith and 

discernmentò. 

More so, Fr. David Ahiro, the communityôs 

superior, generally welcomed the new postu-

lants to feel at home. He advised them to be 

open to the formators and to Christ in order to 

grow. ñNo one finds himself here accidentally; 

everything is designed by the one who initiates 

vocationsò, Fr. Ahiro emphasized. He called 

all the postulants to make efforts and commit-

ment in the journey of their discernment. 

Therefore, welcoming of the first years is a 

glorious culture of making them feel at home 

to start their holistic formation: human, spir-

itual, intellectual, community and pastoral di-

mensions. This moment was special and mem-

orable, filled with colourful joys and awesome 

happiness. 

First Yearôs Welcoming Ceremony: Who Will Preach to Your Generation?  

By Jerome Gaaniko  
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 Once a hoe is 

cursed, life is 

cursed. This is 

a reality that is 

seen in manôs history. Neither spiritualism nor intellectu-

alism can stand it. Divinely, God, being the first architect 

of work, instructed man in his wisdom ñto subdue the 

earthò. Can this be possible? The whole lights fall into 

the basin of work! 

Practically, work is considered as one of the most formi-

dable aspects of formation in postulancy. ñSparing the 

hoe, invites the hunger,ò a fun yet incredible saying used 

by some postulants, makes farm work not just a priority, 

but even a pride. This gets instilled in them as they walk 

the road of their discernment. But why farm work in the 

postulancy? In general, yes, the light of a community is 

dim, and its survival is even at stake without a stable 

food system. And yes, the sustainability of a community 

depends on food security.  

However, is that all? No! Itôs just half of the moonôs 

face. Realistically, farming is a livelihood, and it is done 

at the postulancy in the spirit of preparation for the mis-

sion and the challenges of this changing society. Some of 

the missions in both sub-urban and rural Kenya and 

South Sudan are located in fertile, arable lands. Nonethe-

less, most of them operate entirely on the charity of well-

wishers; cut off the charity, and the mission stumbles. 

So, canôt such missions, even in their smallest way possi-

ble, invest in agriculture to support local programs, ra-

ther than entirely relying on charitable donations that 

sometimes take years to realize?  

Today, Missionôs economic independence is cru-

cial, and I believed they can! Nevertheless, this 

doesnôt negate the importance of external charity 

in supporting missions, because it has its own 

place. But to totally depend on them even for the 

smallest activity in the mission, is the point where 

we should raise eye-brows. 

d one way of forging it, is through a sustainable 

farming enterprise. This will help the mission to 

thrive with or without external charities, since it 

strengthens the microeconomic system that fosters 

the missionôs prosperity. Of course, this can hap-

pen in small ways, yet it makes a difference in the 

life mission. Therefore, farming is critical to the 

sustainability and operational independence of the 

mission. 

   From the alter to - Either Garden or Burden  

By Denis Dino 
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 The Catholic 

Church in its tra-

dition has main-

tained a con-

sistent collabora-

tion with the civil 

authority. Howev-

er, one should 

know that; The political community and the Church 

are autonomous and independent in their own fields. 

Yet both, under different titles, are devoted to the per-

sonal and social vocation of the same men. é The 

more that both foster sounder cooperation between 

themselves é the more effective service they will be 

able to render to the good of all; (Gaudium et Spes, 

76). 

The human person who is at the centre of anthropo-

logical nuances is a complex creature. He demands 

care, dignity, and freedom. But more importantly, the 

human person deserves a destiny, a home out of this 

world, and better life in the hereafter. In order to 

serve man in his entirety, the Church and the State 

become two necessary instrument that would help 

man reach his human qua human end. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

ñevery institution is inspired, at least implicitly, by a 

vision of man and his destiny, from which it derives 

the point of reference for its judgment, its hierarchy 

of values, its line of conduct. é If it does not 

acknowledge as supreme the authority of God, it will 

tend to divinize its own power and to make the State 

its own end, the ultimate source of its own value judg-

ments; (CCC, 2244). This baptizes the very óNeed for 

collaboration between the Church and the State.ô 

More so, the fathers of the second Vatican II council 

wrote that ñgovernment is to see to it that equality of 

citizens before the law, which belongs to the com-

mon good of society, is never violated (é) It is the 

special duty of government to provide effective pro-

tection for the religious freedom of all the citizens, 

by just laws and by other appropriate 

means.ò (Dignitatis Humanae, 13). Many heads of 

State, on their part, have cooperated with the Church 

in delivering services to humanity. 

During the worse times of the conflict in the then 

Sudan, the Church stood with the marginalized; 

providing health care, food, shelter and education to 

thousands of Sudanese while carrying out her spir-

itual mission, ñSalvation of Soulsò through evange-

lization. It is self-evident in Gaza, Ukraine, Demo-

cratic Republic of Congo, among many countries 

across the globe. 

Therefore, it is imperative that the Church and State 

ï though holding different powers ï advance the 

human agenda towards progress that builds the hu-

man ecosystem into a habitable, morally upright and 

just world. That is why the late Pope Benedict in his 

address to the German parliament said, ñThe State 

may not impose religion, yet it must guarantee reli-

gious freedom and harmony between followers of 

different religions. (é) The role of religion is to pu-

rify and shed light upon the application of reason to 

the discovery of objective moral principles, (2005, 

Address to German Parliament) 

The Church and State in Dialogue: Spiritual Mission and Social Responsibility 

By Simon Lodai Amin Salvatore  
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 The Catholic Church 

was founded by Je-

sus Christ, and He 

entrusted it to His 

disciple Peter to gov-

ern it. He gave him 

the key, which acts 

as a sign of his authority to govern the Church, an au-

thority that has been passed on by Peter, the first Pope, 

to others. The Church is a continuation of Jesusô mis-

sion here in the world, and His presence is seen 

through the sacraments, which unite the Church, mak-

ing it a family of faith. It is the largest Christian com-

munity in the world, a living community of believers 

united in hope, love, and faith. 

 

From its earliest days, the Church has understood itself 

as universal, called to embrace every people and cul-

ture. This gives meaning to its nature as a community 

without borders, open to all and sent to proclaim the 

joy of the Gospel to the people. In every parish, 

whether in a city or a remote village, the faithful gath-

er around the altar to celebrate the presence of Jesus 

Christ through the Eucharist. This celebration is for all 

people regardless of race or nationality. Through full 

participation in Communion, the Church expresses her 

unity while also honoring the diversity of cultures and 

traditions that enrich her life. Through her relationship 

with Christ and the sacraments, the Church becomes a 

sign and instrument of union with God and of the unity of the 

whole human race. 

The Church as a family is called to share in the life 

of purity as an eternal destiny during its pilgrimage 

here on earth, directing us to Christ and finally to 

God. Like a pilgrim, the Church continues to press 

on in spite of the persecutions of the world, with 

hope and power from God, until it arrives at the 

light of eternal life. It also plays an important role 

in society through its great contribution in the fields 

of education, healthcare, and the promotion of so-

cial justice. 

 

In conclusion, the Church remains a living commu-

nity of faith, hope, and love despite the challenges 

and changes of the modern world. It continues to 

offer spiritual guidance and moral direction to mil-

lions of people across the globe. 

The Catholic Church: A Living Family of Faith 

By Victor Gitono 
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When we 

look at the 

Church, we 

realize that it 

is not the 

building, but 

the faithful 

who worship 

God with sin-

cerity; find-

ing joy, 

peace, and 

renewal in 

His presence. We gather together as believers with a 

solemn purpose: first, to praise and give thanks to 

God while acknowledging that we are sinners, united 

in the communion of fraternity. The late Pope Francis 

called us to live out the values of Synodality i.e., com-

munion, sharing, and participation. He invited the lai-

ty, religious men and women, and the clergy to listen 

to the Word of God and be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Synodality teaches that the Holy Spirit speaks through 

the Body of Christ. This gives value to the multiplici-

ty of voices within the Church in the hope of reaching 

a consensus that reflects the needs and desires of the 

faith community. This belief rests on the understand-

ing that, although Godôs will be often unpredictable, 

He reveals it to His people through prayer, experi-

ence, and discernment; empowering Catholics every-

where in their mission to share the Good News. 

Synodality became an expression of the Churchôs 

very nature, form, and mission. It is not a parliamen-

tary process or an attempt to democratize the Church, 

but rather a spiritual journeying together as the family 

of God which is always led by the Holy Spirit. This 

ñjourneying togetherò calls us to show love for God 

by listening to His Word in our daily lives through 

prayer, receiving the sacraments. It also invites us to 

show love to our brothers and sisters by helping the 

needy, caring for the sick and the suffering, and prac-

ticing works of mercy in all that we do. 

 

One may ask, what is the role of Synodality in the 

Church today? Is it merely about mutual discern-

ment, shared responsibility, and a participative spir-

it under the guidance of the Holy Spirit or is it 

something deeper? Synodality is not simply a pro-

cedural reform, but a way of being Church that 

brings everyone together under one umbrella who 

is Jesus Christ. 

This Year of Hope reminds us to live with renewed 

confidence in the future, and we are invited to bring 

hope to those we encounter each day. We must ac-

cept others with their strengths and weaknesses, in 

the spirit of the Churchôs mission grounded in the 

three dimensions of communion, participation, and 

mission. We are called to be ambassadors of hope, 

peace, unity, and love to every human being and 

every creature of God. In the spirit of Synodality, 

Christians must walk beside others and never walk 

alone. We must share our gifts, ideas, and lives in 

common to build up one another. The Church re-

jects the spirit of selfish individualism and instead 

embraces the spirit of Ubuntu amplified in the 

phrase, ñI am because we are.ò The Church is built 

upon communion, just as the Holy Trinity (the Fa-

ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) act together for 

the common good of redeeming humanity from the 

slavery of sin and evil. Therefore, let us allow our-

selves to be molded by God so that we can continue 

to support one another and truly journey together as 

one family of faith. 

 The Meaning of Synodality in Todayôs Church 

By Abraham Oyet Kanis Kasmir  
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Greetings of peace of 

mind and body to you 

all. It is my privilege 

to write this article, 

especially to the 

young men and wom-

en in formation houses 

who are discerning a 

call to be religious 

priests, brothers, and sisters. St. Daniel Comboni, the 

founder of Comboni Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus 

(MCCJ), is a saint who suffered throughout his mission 

for the regeneration of Africa.  

 

He faces numerous challenges in saving the souls of 

Central Africa, but through his courage, hope, prayer, 

dedication, and strength for the mission, he never 

worked alone, trusting in Jesus as his hope for the regen-

eration of Africa. Dear brethren in Christ, your vocation 

is not a mistake, but a divine call from above and a gift 

from the Creator. St. Comboni, the only survivor 

 

among his eight brothers, decided to leave his parents 

and his hometown only to save the Africans, as he said, 

ñSAVE AFRICA WITH AFRICA.ò This is not a vision 

of Comboni, but it is a prophecy. He knew well that the 

greatest hope for Africa would come from within people 

like you who are preparing to dedicate your lives to 

God. 

 

This journey you have started is too long, and it is not 

easy. You are going to encounter numerous challenges, 

temptations, and moments of doubt, either to leave your 

vocation or continue. But let me assure you that a voc-

tion cannot be separated from challenges and tempta-

tions; rather be glad and grateful for them because the 

challenges that you are encountering may strengthen 

your vocation. Comboni himself suffered, yet he never 

gave up his mission.  

 

He said, ñThe works of God are born and grow 

at the foot of the cross.ò Struggles and trials 

are not the signs of failure in our lives, but they 

are the burning fire that purifies our vocation. 

It is very clear in the Gospel of Luke 9: 23, ñIf 

anyone wants to follow me, let him deny him-

self and take up his cross.ò This is a word from 

Jesus Himself, our hope; He assures us that 

challenges, can lead us to His glory in heaven. 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, our continent, Africa, 

still needs you, including the church. 

 

Comboni motto needs us ñSAVE AFRICA WITH AF-

RICAò. No one will come from outside to evangelize 

our people, we are the ones to do so by giving them 

hope, strength, and courage. I conclude with the words 

of Pope Francis, ñWe must fan the flame of hope that 

has been given us and help everyone to gain new 

strength and certainty by looking to the future with an 

open spirit, a trusting heart, and far-sighted vision.ò 

ñVOCATION AND CHALLENGES CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHERò 

By Angelo Botha 
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When we were baptized, the face of Christ was 

clearly seen in our lives through our good Chris-

tian actions, such as attending Mass devoutly, 

visiting the sick, and many other good deeds. 

With time, as we grow and at the stage of adoles-

cence, this face of Christ began to fade at an ex-

traordinary rate. The big questions are: ówhy do 

we change, when do we change, and who is to be 

blamed?ô Where is our old version of good ac-

tions? Where are prayerful PMC and MYM? 

What we now see is a generation of youths lost 

in the darkness of the world, and youth who were 

once good altar servers, full of zeal to join the 

seminary, are nowhere to be seen near the altar. 

The face of Christ is no longer clearly visible in 

our compassion and Catholic actions. What is 

visible is the monstrance, yet even that is often 

filled with dust. How can we wipe this dust so 

that Christôs face can be seen again as it once 

was, when we were prayerful and devoted? God 

answers by calling us, as Christians and mission-

aries, to take responsibility of wiping this dust in 

the monstrance so that Christ within us may once 

again shine forth. As the Gospel clearly says: " 

Let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven." Mt 

5:16. This means eliminating our pride, selfishness, hy-

pocrisy, and replacing them with humility, prayer, and 

genuine love. 

Fr. Jean Paul Katembo, A Comboni Missionary, told 

the postulants during our monthly recollection that 

there should be no fragmentation in our lives. A situa-

tion where we portray two different personalities as re-

ligious and as private individuals. Therefore, it is a call 

for me and for you to wipe the ñdustò in the monstrance 

by living authentic Christian values. This can be done 

when we eliminate our pride, selfishness, and hypocri-

sy. Jesus will be seen by others through our way of liv-

ing. 

The Face of Christ within Us 

By Peter Kinyua Thumbi  
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The question 

of ódevotionô 

though not 

common to majority, is universal and essential in the 

Catholic faith. For anyone who knows the Catholic teach-

ing, this terminology is no stranger to the him/her. Many 

have given an attempt to explain its meaning. The word 

devotion refers to, ñthat which narrowly and particularly 

draws you near Godôs presence.ò Nevertheless, there is 

still room for more ideas towards my assumption. The 

individual is challenged to find that which when recited 

brings calmness, comfort and peace to his/her soul. 

For a prayer to qualify to be called a devotion, it has to be 

accompanied by some empirical experiences. This in-

cludes accompaniment in moments of calmness, comfort, 

peace and new strength when recited.   

Here a journey is needed to discern well oneôs devotion. 

Following a discernment process, and having identified 

your personal devotion; is it worth oneôs destiny? The 

answer is, óNoô, a devotion calls for discipline. For in-

stance, for work to be effective, the subject must be a lov-

er of it and visiting the site frequently. So is the case with 

devotion. A well established, programmed and structured 

planning must be put in place to ensure harmonious taste 

to the devotee and smooth dialogue with the Divine One. 

In addition, it is not enough to announce this 

or that to be your devotion but to live it. It has 

to primarily contribute towards transformation 

of oneôs life and the society as a whole. It 

makes no sense, no matter how many rosaries 

one can afford to wear or the number of hail 

Maryôs one may recite in a day, when we can-

not point out some of the emulations of 

Blessed Virgin Mary. Therefore, I invite you 

to be keen with your devotions; for the harvest 

is plenty but a strategical labour required to 

attain the yields. 

By Moris Muthoka 

Living Our Devotion 


